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  Welcome
  Oxford Fairtrade News: Issue 1

  Welcome to this special Oxford Fair-
trade Fortnight newspaper, put to-
gether by volunteers from Oxford 
Fair Trade Coalition to share all the 
latest news with you about Fairtrade 
in Oxford and beyond.

We’re passionate about Fairtrade be-
cause it makes a real and direct dif-
ference to over six million producers 
and their families across the world. 
It works not only by guaranteeing 
a fair price, but also by setting out 
environmental and social standards 
that products must reach. Choos-
ing products with the FAIRTRADE 
mark provides a way to take simple 
steps towards a fairer world each day. 

But in Oxford we’re also passion-
ate about going further. Oxford has 
been a centre of fair trade innovation 
since at least 1961, when Oxfam’s 
director fi lled his suitcase with prod-
ucts made by refugees in Hong Kong 
to bring back and sell in Oxfam’s 
Broad Street shop to support those 
refugees, one of the fi rst examples of 
fair trade. It was a team from Uhu-
ru on Cowley Road who launched 
Campaign Coff ee, imported on a 
fair trade basis from Tanzania with 
packaging that illustrated the unfair-
ness of conventional models of trade. 
Today Oxford residents continue to 
innovate, launching businesses like 
Trading for Development that brings 
designers and producers together 
and imports fairly traded fashions 
from across the world; or campaign-
ing actively for trade justice: recog-
nising that Fairtrade is just one step 
towards a fairer world.

Read on for more news of how you 
can be part of making a diff erence 
through Fairtrade in Oxford, and if 
you want to keep in touch with us all 
year round you can visit our website 
at www.oxfairtrade.org.uk and fol-
low us on twitter: @oxfairtrade

Thanks for reading! Sabita, Tim, Se-
bastian, Elsie, Sylwia & the OFTC 
team. 

    Women Working 
for a Fair Deal
  Rozina lives in a remote area near 
the Afghan border of Pakistan.  Her 
father is bankrupt, her mother dead, 
her elder brother disabled and her 
younger brother and sister are still 
children. The family depends on Ro-
zina, but she was uneducated and 
her only skill, weaving the local dried 
mazri grass into basketware, was 
shared with the other village women, 
so it was diffi  cult to sell her baskets 
locally.  However, an NGO, Kh-
wendo Kor (KK), has begun micro-
credit work in the village and taught 
Rozina new designs which they can 
sell in Islamabad and overseas.  She 
now earns enough to support her 
family and send the children to the 
village school run by KK, and she at-
tends their adult classes in literacy, 
numeracy and book-keeping.

Omana and Geeta run the village 
shop in Nirambur, South India.  
A few years ago poor people like 
Omana and Geeta were illiterate, 
had no capital and no land.  Then 
the wealthy local landowner donat-
ed land, and the village was built. 
But they still had to walk miles to 
the shops, did their shopping on 
credit and were permanently in 
debt. So they formed Women's Self 

Help Groups (SHGs) and got help 
to start small businesses and train-
ing in skills like bookkeeping. They 
linked up with the organisation Just 
Change, through which they sourced 
wholesale goods including tea grown 
by another Just Change partner, a 
cooperative of indigenous people 
up in the hills.  An SHG member 
says, "The shop is really good for 
us. What it sells is very good quality 
and the price is fair. It is our shop." 
This year, Fairtrade Fortnight co-
incides with Oxford International 
Women’s Festival, an appropriate 
conjunction as the stories above 
demonstrate.   Justice for women is 

deeply entwined with their ability to 
earn a living.  Fair trade opens up 
markets for their skills and encour-
ages them to acquire the numeracy 
and literacy necessary for business. 
The income it generates enables 
them to educate their daughters for 
a future free from the forced mar-
riages, ignorance and poverty their 
mothers have had to fi ght.

At St. Columba’s Church, Alfred St. 
on Saturday, March 3rd 2012, 11.30 
am – 2.30 pm, as part of Oxford In-
ternational Women’s Festival, there 
will be a talk at 12 by Rukhshanda 
Naz, a Board Member of Khwendo 

A Kwendo Khor Village Women's Committee 
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Kor (www.khwendokor.org.pk), and 
at 1.45 by Sabita Banerji, from Just 
Change (www.justchangeuk.org), 
plus fair trade stalls and refresh-
ments (including a light lunch).

Rukhshanda began her struggle for 
women’s rights as a teenager, resist-
ing marriage plans and insisting on 
being allowed to study for a law de-
gree, then regarded as a male pre-
serve. She will talk, with videos, on 
her long experience of working with 
the Aurat Foundation (www.af.org.
pk) and UN Women for the empow-
erment of women in traditional so-
cieties, and her support of Khwen-
do Kor which was founded by her 
friend, Maryam Bibi.     

Sabita recently returned from a fact 
finding trip to the adivasi people of 
the  Nilgiri Hills in South India who 
grow Just Change tea.

Oxford Fairtrade 
City: "an 
outstanding 
example"
There has been fair trade activity in 
Oxford since 'Campaign Coffee' was 
launched in the 1970's (there's more 
on Oxford's fair trade history later in 
this paper), but we officially became 
a Fairtrade City in 2003. Every two 
years we have to re-apply to the Fair-
trade Foundation for renewal of our 
Fairtrade status, showing that the 
city still fulfills the five criteria for 
being a Fairtrade city. 

In July this year we ran a Fairtrade 
City Day of Action and Celebration, 
inviting Oxford citizens to visit their 
local shops, restaurants and other 
workplaces to find out if they had 
two or more Fairtrade products on 

Advertisment

Omana serves customers at the village shop, Nirambur, South India
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sale. The Fairtrade Foundation said: 
"...we will be citing the Day of Action 
as an outstanding example of how to 
involve local communities into tak-
ing action (and collecting valuable 
information at the same time) hope-
fully inspiring other Fairtrade towns 
to follow suit."

We were delighted to discover in the 
process that there has been an amaz-
ing 168% increase in the number of 
retail and catering outlets in the city 
since Oxford’s first application in 
2003!  A full list and map of places 
you can buy Fairtrade goods in Ox-
ford is on page 6 and 7.

But we can all go much further – the 
Foundation reminded us that "Fair-
trade products are becoming increas-
ingly available at competitive prices 
through many mainstream suppliers, 
cash and carry stores, and specialist 
wholesalers. Many business own-
ers may be surprised to learn quite 
how many products are available to 
them through their existing suppliers 
– a comprehensive list of wholesalers 
and catering contractors is available 
on our website at www.fairtrade.org.
uk/products."

The Fairtrade Foundation also 
praised Oxford City Council's "…
firm commitment to use Fairtrade 
products in catering and vending 
contracts and to promote Fairtrade 
locally." 

They were delighted to see that Ox-
ford's universities and colleges are 
maintaining their interest in Fair-
trade; Oxford Brookes University - 
the world's first Fairtrade University 

- continues to be very active in pro-
moting Fairtrade and St John's  Col-
lege, Oxford recently achieved Fair-
trade status. But the Foundation 
wondered why we don't have a single 
Fairtrade school in Oxford… now 
there's a challenge we could rise to!

Oh, and yes, we  were successful in 
keeping our status as a Fairtrade 
City yet again! 

Fairtrade Coffee 
Producer Visits 
Oxfordshire
"Being a Fairtrade producer, I benefit a lot; 
I get a good advance price for my quality 
coffee, which has enabled me to have my 
children in school and provide for all basic 
needs in the home." Jennipher Wattaker  - 
Fairtrade Coffee Producer

"Working together has helped us 
achieve a lot; we have been able to 
get good deals for our coffee but 
above all we have established good 
relations with many people... Mem-
bers of Gumutindo  do not worry 
about lack of market; we know there 
is a sure market for us as members. 
There is also no need to sell our cof-
fee to middlemen like it was in the 
past.”

Being a Fairtrade producer, I benefit 
a lot; I get a good advance price for 
my quality coffee, which has enabled 
me to have my children in school 
and provide for all basic needs in the 
home. At the end of the year, I re-
ceive second payments and all other 
societies receive Fairtrade premiums 
which are used for community pro-
jects. Members are trained in farm 
practices, good agronomy practices, 
governance, farming as a business, 
planning and in gender issues.

DRAMATIC INTERVENTIONS... 
Our society chair told us that 

women needed to be mobilized to 
produce coffee and join the soci-
ety, so I sat with a group of fellow 
women farmers and set up a drama 
group. Nasufwa Organic Coffee 
drama group was initiated in Janu-
ary 2009 with its membership at 
15 and the aims were as follows: 
• Mobilize women as coffee farm-
ers and as members of the society  
• Sensitize more farmers on pro-
cessing organic coffee so that by 
2016 all the farmers in the area 
would be dealing in organic farming  
• Raise women and men’s awareness 
about the benefits to the family of 
women being members of the society  
• To sensitize farmers to 
avoid domestic violence 
• To bring awareness in family planning  
• Cater for orphans whose par-
ents died of AIDS related illnesses 
• Counseling those who are af-
fected by AIDS related illnesses  
• To have adult literacy in members 
to know how to read and write, make 
budgets for their families.

AN EXTRA PREMIUM...  
Equal Exchange is paying a sepa-
rate premium of 40c/lb this year, 
over and above the Fairtrade pre-
mium of 10c/lb, to encourage more 
women to join the initiative. Gu-
mutindo now has four women di-
rectors on its 7 person Board and 
50% of the staff are women. Whilst 
a smaller percentage of women 
have formal membership of the co-
operative, everyone recognises that 
there is still a big challenge ahead." 

Coffee Farmer, Gumutindo Co-op ©Simon Rawles

Your Fairtrade City Day of Action
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Jennipher Wattaker - Fairtrade Cof-
fee producer.

MEET THE PRODUCERS... 
Meet Jennipher at the Exeter Hall, 
High Street Kidlington on March 
7th. Anton Bowman, a Fairtrade ba-
nana grower from the Winward Is-
lands, will also be in Oxford during 
Fairtrade Fortnight. Meet him at the 
Oxford Brookes catering event on 
March 9th. See the What's On, page 
12 for more details.

Choosing 
Fairtrade Plus
With more and more suppliers adopting the 
FAIRTRADE guarantee, consumers can 
also ask for suppliers to make even deeper 
commitments to address poverty.

In November 2011 Oxford hosted 
the first meeting of a European net-
work 'Cities meet the Millennium 
Development Goals' (MDGs) pro-
ject bringing together civil soci-
ety and government representatives 
from Germany, Austria and Hun-
gary to explore how local communi-
ties are working to support success 
against the MDGs.

In empowering women, supporting 
investment in community facilities, 
and addressing environmental con-
cerns, fairtrade can play an impor-
tant part in reaching the MDGs in 
the communities that are involved. 
As a consumer mark, fairtrade 
sets minimum standards, but as a 
movement, fairtrade also encour-
ages a new sort of relationship be-
tween producers and consumers.  
We heard from Alex Nichols of 
the Skoll Centre for Social Entre-
preneurship about the continued 
growth in fairtrade product sales, 
and about the increasing range of 
big firms switching to fairtrade be-
cause of consumer demand. For 
many, the fact that you can find a 
FAIRTRADE mark on a Kit-Kat, 
or Dairy Milk is surprising. It says 
that this product has been made with 
FAIRTRADE certified ingredients 
– but it doesn't say anything about 

the wider values and practices of the 
organisation. That's where an idea of 
'fairtrade plus' comes in.  

Key to fairtrade is making a posi-
tive choice about what you buy, and 
that can involve looking beyond the 
FAIRTRADE mark, to also think 
about the extra values that a com-
pany brings. Fairtrade fashion firms 
like People Tree, coffee produc-
ers like Cafe Direct, and chocolate 
makers like Divine all go beyond 
simply certifying their products to 
build an even deeper relationship 
with producer groups. In the case 
of the Kuapa Kokoo co-operative 
who produce Divine chocolate, and 
Just Change tea producers, the co-
op have an ownership stake in the 
product, bringing more of the ben-
efits of trade back to the producers.  
So, as d'Overbroecks students out-
line in their article in this paper, 
when you have the opportunity you 
can choose to take the extra step be-
yond the FAIRTRADE mark guar-
antee to choose particular firms with 
an added commitment to bringing 
people out of poverty through trade.

Read more about the Cities for 
MDGs project at http://www.cities-
for-mdgs.eu/

Raise a Glass to 
a Fairer World
When you think of Fairtrade, tea, 
coffee, chocolate and bananas might 
spring to mind. But you can buy a 
surprisingly large number of other 
Fairtrade products - and this num-
ber is constantly rising. They include 
the less soft kind of drinks.

For example, there are now over 
300 Fairtrade wines on the market, 
more than ten different beers (beer 
is the third most popular drink in the 
world, after water and tea), and even 
vodka and rum. And of course there 
is a range of Fairtrade fruit juices for 
your cocktails.

Talking of cocktails, Papagayo of-
fers a range of certified organic and 
Fairtrade rums, including 'silver' and 
'spiced' rum which are made from 
cane sugar grown on the Manduvirá 
Cooperative plantation in the Arroyo 
y Esteros region of Paraguay. This co-
operatively-run, community-owned 
plantation began in 1975 with the 
dual goal of farming in a sustainable, 
organic manner, and at the same 
time promoting fair labour practic-
es that would raise the standard of 
living dramatically for the farmers 
involved. Today some 800 families 
participate in this project, including 

443 women, many of whom hold 
prominent leadership roles in the co-
operative. The profits of this cooper-
ative plantation support the grower’s 
families directly, and also finance 
community health and infrastruc-
ture projects. Visit Papagayo's web-
site for some great cocktail recipes; 
www.papagayorums.com

If rum is not exotic enough for you, 
how about trying a liqueur made 
from the sacred goji berry, harvested 
by Himalayan  monks and allegedly 
"one of the most nutritious fruits on 
earth". Goji Liquer is produced by 
FAIR, "the first Fair Trade spirits 
brand in the world", bringing togeth-
er French distillers with local co-
operatives in the developing world. 
They also make Quinoa Vodka and 
Café liquer. Find out more at www.
fairspirits.com. The House in Blue 
Boar Street and Raoul's in Walton 
Street both serve FAIR spirits. 

Closer to home, Don Burgess brews 
a range of organic ales in the Forest 
of Dean under the Freeminer label - 
the name refers to a medieval right 
that allowed men born within the an-
cient  district of St Briavels to earn a 
living as a miner.  Burgess continues 

to uphold the tradition of the right 
to earn a living by brewing an Or-
ganic Premium Ale (5%) that uses 
Fairtrade Demerara sugar from a 
farmer's co-operative in Malawi, and 
Bumblebee, a 4.6% honey beer with 
Fairtrade Chilean wild flower honey. 

You can find Freeminer ales in local 
Co-operatives, where you will also 
find a range of Co-op own brand 
Fairtrade wines, including wine box-
es. And you can also find the Fair-
trade label in the drinks aisle at other 
supermarkets too. If you're looking 
for something a bit more special, 
check out the product pages on the 
Fairtrade Foundations website www.
fairtrade.org (http://bit.ly/oftwine) to 
find the full range of wines or spirits. 

During Fairtrade Fortnight, the Turl 
Street Kitchen in central Oxford will 
have Fairtrade wines on offer, and a 
number of other pubs will also have 
Fairtrade offers on. If you've got a 
favourite drinking hole, why not ask 
them to take a step into Fairtrade 
and include a few Fairtrade products 
on the menu. We would certainly 
drink to that!

Photo ©Sue Atkinson
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    Fair trade at 
d’Overbroecks 
International 
Study Centre
  Ksenia, Helen and Abay explore how the 
Fairtrade mark works

  We are international students from 
d’Overbroecks, and as a part of our 
Citizenship coursework we have 
been researching the advantages and 
disadvantages of Fairtrade. We have 
been working together in a group 
of three, including, Ksenia Demi-
na from Russia, Helen Chen from 
China and Abay Amangeldin from 
Kazakhstan 

When we started to think about fair 
trade, we realised that at the ISC, 
there is a lot of consumption of 
chocolate and coff ee. So we wanted 
to fi nd out more...

During our research on fair trade we 
found out that the FAIRTRADE la-
bel can go on a product if it includes 
any FAIRTRADE certifi ed ingredi-
ents, but products could have just 
a small percentage of fairly traded 
ingredients. This was a slight con-
cern for us and it didn’t exactly seem 
‘fair’, especially as we know that fair 
trade products are more expensive 
than other products. We are con-
cerned that this could be the way 
in which big companies could take 
advantage of both consumers and 
farmers. That's why we decided to 
support smaller fair trade organi-
sations, which includes only 100% 
fair-trade ingredients in their prod-
ucts. We decided to support Divine 
chocolate and Café Direct. In order 
to be involved in Fairtrade Fort-
night, our group would like to show 
the advantages of 100% Fairtrade 
products and make it more appeal-
ing to students in doing our action 
such as having a coff ee and choco-
late tasting morning. We will discuss 
and explore the issues of fair trade, 
as we are very interested in other stu-
dents at the ISC becoming involved 
in this global movement. We would 
like to thank the Oxford Fair Trade 
Coalition for their help in research-
ing our coursework.

    

 Run Your Own 
Fairtrade Status 
Campaign
  Get your workplace, college, company or 
church to commit to Fairtrade

  Did you know that the Fairtrade 
Foundation have resources to 
help you run your own fairtrade 
campaign? 

You could encourage your college 
or workplace to take a step for fair-
trade: from switching the tea, coff ee 
and other refreshments you provide, 
to using FAIRTRADE cotton in t-
shirts or uniforms. If you've got a 
canteen, there are hundreds of ca-
tering products available with the 
FAIRTRADE mark. Or perhaps you 
could encourage colleagues to take 
their own steps into fairtrade by run-
ning a tasting event, or arranging a 
stall of products from one of our lo-
cal fairtrade shops.

Find out more about how to become 
a fairtrade community group, work-
place, college or university at http://
bit.ly/oftsteps and do get in touch 
with the Oxford Fair Trade Coali-
tion for support as we'd love to help 
out too. 

    Fairtrade 
Recipes: 
Rainbow 
CousCous
  The perfect accompaniment to any main 
dish. Inspiration taken from food on off er in 
The Windmill Shop, Headington. 

  500g Fairtrade Zaytoun couscous 
from Palestine
6 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil 
Juice of 2 Fairtrade lemons 
900ml hot vegetable stock 
100g Traidcraft unsalted mixed 
nuts, chopped 
175g Traidcraft dried fruit - eg sul-
tanas and/or apricots, chopped 
4 tsp Zaytoun Mixed Herbs from 
Palestine
4 tbsp chopped fresh mint 
Method
1. Place the couscous in a bowl, add 
half the olive oil and lemon juice, 
and stir so that all the grains are 
well coated. 
2. Season the hot stock and pour 
800ml of it over the couscous. 
Cover and set aside for 10 mins, 
until the liquid is absorbed. 
3. Uncover and fl uff  the couscous 
with a fork, stirring in the remaining 
hot stock if it looks a little dry. 
4. Toast the nuts in a heavy-based 
frying pan over a low heat for about 
5 mins, until golden. Remove from 
heat and stir into the couscous, 
along with the remaining oil, fruit 
and herbs. 

Original recipe can be found at 
www.traidcraft.org.uk
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    Brookes: World's 
First Fairtrade 
Uni
  Oxford Brookes was the fi rst univer-
sity in the world to be awarded Fair-
trade status in October 2003. This 
was achieved thanks to a group of 
post-graduate students and has pro-
vided a platform for raising aware-
ness of international trade issues 
amongst students, staff  and the wider 
public. These post-graduate students 
worked with the Oxford Brookes Ca-
tering Department as well as Oxfam 
and the Fairtrade Foundation to 
compile fi ve goals that make a Fair-
trade University, and their commit-
ment to them is as follows:

Goal 1: The Student Union and uni-
versity authorities both created a 
Fairtrade Policy. 

Goal 2: Fairtrade foods are available 
for sale in all campus shops and are 
used in all cafes/ restaurants/ bars on 
campus. Where this is not possible 
there is a commitment to use Fair-
trade foods in these establishments 
as soon as it becomes possible to do 
so.

Goal 3: Fairtrade foods (for 
example coff ee and tea) are 
served at all meetings hosted by
the University and the Student 
Union.

Goal 4: There is a commitment to 
campaign for increased Fairtrade 
consumption on campus.

Goal 5: The University has created 
a Fairtrade Steering Group that has 
both student and staff  representa-
tives with the aim of increasing the 
range and overall sales of Fairtrade 
on campus.

Oxford Brookes University and Ox-
ford Brookes Student Union assign 
great importance to the University's 
role within the international com-
munity and continues to lead the 
way in promoting Fairtrade in the 
Higher Education Sector. In the 
run up to Fairtrade Fortnight the 
University's staff  and students have 
been busy organising events which 
include a talk by a Windward Island 
banana farmer about the importance 
of Fairtrade and sustainable foods. 
This free event is open to the public 

and can be booked by e-mailing sus-
tainability@brookes.ac.uk or calling 
01865 48 39 03.

Look out for the University’s next 
Fairtrade Report, due to be released 
soon after Fairtrade Fortnight.

For the Oxford Brookes Sus-
tainabililty Team's updates, fol-
low them on Facebook and 
Twitter: @sustainableobu.

    St John's Takes 
Fairtrade Steps
  Student led campaigns across Oxford 
colleges are working to ensure the 
University and its students make a positive 
impact with the products they buy. Edward 
Love reports on recent campaign success at 
St John's College. 

  It is an absolute pleasure to share 
that St John’s College has been offi  -
cially ratifi ed by the Fairtrade Foun-
dation as having “Fairtrade College 
Status”.  After collaboration be-
tween the undergraduate (JCR) and 
postgraduate (MCR) student bodies 
and many members of the academic 
support staff , and after several events 
and changes made around college, 
enough commitments were made to 
allow the college to apply for Fair-
trade Status. 

The most exciting part, of course, 
is that this is just the beginning of 
St John’s move towards a greater 
commitment to Fairtrade in the fu-
ture. With both a JCR and MCR 

Environment & Ethics Offi  cer, the 
aim is to continue to raise awareness 
and increase provision of Fairtrade 
products in college, combining cam-
paigns and student events. 

The Fairtrade Application itself is a 
binding document that has to be re-
newed every year, ensuring that, in 
order to maintain the granted sta-
tus, St John's College continues to 
commit to providing Fairtrade long 
into the future. That will help ensure 
this is not just a short term cam-
paign success, but a lasting change 
in the college. This is a momentous 
achievement for a College the size 
of St John’s which demonstrates 
an active commitment from under-
graduates, graduates and the staff  
to making positive contributions to 
enabling sustainable and ethical in-
vestment in producers in developing 
countries.

    Join Oxford City 
Fair Trade 
Coalition
  We bring together businesses, campaigners 
and volunteers to make a diff erence through 
fair trade - and we'd love you to join us.

  The Oxford City Fair Trade Coali-
tion meets regularly at Oxford Town 
Hall to plan activities to promote fair 
trade in the city. We always welcome 
new members.

To join our mailing list send an e-
mail to fairtrade@oxford.gov.uk and 
we'll let you know about upcoming 
meetings.

You can also fi nd details of upcom-
ing meetings at www.oxfairtrade.org.
uk 

    Oxford: A City of 
Fairtrade 
Pioneers
  Did you know that the fi rst ever fair trade 
handicraft shop began in Oxford? Or that an 
Oxford man coined the phrase 'fair trade'?  
This timeline reveals the pioneering role 
Oxford has played throughout the history of 
fair trade.

  1961 - The Director of Oxfam 
brought a suitcase full of pincush-
ions made by Mainland Chinese 
refugees in Hong Kong  to Oxford to 
sell through the Broad Street Oxfam 
Shop - the very beginning  in the UK 
of what is now called Fair Trade.

1965 - The formal beginnings of 
Oxfam Trading and the “Helping 
by Selling” programme of producer 
support.

1975 - The start of the Bridge Pro-
gramme which worked directly with 
craft and food producers and sold 
their products in Oxfam shops, re-
turning the profi ts to producers.

1974 -  Uhuru launched its The 
World in Your Coff ee Cup campaign 
and  'Campaign Coff ee' - imported 
directly from producers in Tanzania. 

1985 - Michael Barratt Brown of Ox-
ford coined the phrase 'Fair Trade' at 
an alternative trade conference in 
London: “There is too much unfair 
trade in the world today.  Let’s have 
more Fair Trade”.   

1991 - Oxfam co-founded the Fair-
trade coff ee company Cafédirect

1992 - Oxfam co-founded the Fair-
trade Foundation

2002 - The beginning of the Oxford 
Fair Trade Coalition.

2003 - Just Change, a global commu-
nity trading network set up by then 
Oxfam trustee, Stan Thakaekera and 
an Indian tribal cooperative, opened 
its UK offi  ce in Oxford.  

October 2003  - Oxford Brookes 
University became the fi rst univer-
sity in the world to be awarded Fair-
trade status. 

November 2003 - Opening of the 
FairTrade@St. Michael’s shop on 
Cornmarket street: an Oxford run 
retail co-op.

March 2004 - Oxford became a 
Fair Trade City and received a mes-
sage of congratulation from Nelson 
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Mandela: “By supporting FairTrade, 
Oxford is affirming once more its 
commitment to partnership and 
friendship with people... around the 
world.  Together, we are taking steps 
towards building a more just world 
economy. We must continue on this 
path, to build real opportunities and 
freedom for all”.  

2004 – Oxford City Council started 
using Fairtrade tea and coffee in all 
its meetings.

2004 - AMT Coffee, which originat-
ed in Oxford, became the first na-
tional coffee company to use 100% 
Fairtrade tea and coffee. 

2004 - Judith Condor Vidal set up 
Trading for Development to import 
fairly traded crafts and clothing in 
Oxford

2005 – Oxfordshire County Hall 
started using Fairtrade tea and cof-
fee in all its meetings

2007 - The international Fair Trade 
association’s Global Journey for Fair 
Trade and Trade Justice reached Ox-
ford by canal boat (after visiting 38 
countries round the world) 

2007 - Students of Cheney School 
visited India to find out about Fair 
and Ethical Trade as part of a Chan-
nel 4 TV project.

November 2008 - Saree (now called 
Indigo) opened on the Cowley Road

November 2009 - Fair Trade Fu-
tures Conference:  Authenticity and 
Action at the Said Business School

2009 - Exclusive Roots opened on 
the Woodstock Road

March 2010 - The Windmill Fair 
Trade Cooperative Shop opened in 
Headington

November 2011 – Oxford City 
Council hosted the first of a series 
of EU “Local Government Meet-
ing the Millennium Development 
Goals” seminars with the focus on 
Fair Trade. 

February 2012 - Oxford's Fairtrade 
City status renewed for third time.

Weathering the 
Economic & 
Climactic 
Storms
"For smallholder farmers on tiny islands, the 
challenges could appear insurmountable. 
But strengthened by Fairtrade, Windward 
Islands farmers are working out ways 
forward. "

When banana farmer Anton Bow-
man comes to Oxford during Fair-
trade Fortnight, he'll tell how Fair-
trade is helping small farmers 
overcome serious challenges.

Windward Islands banana produc-
ers have faced many trials over the 
past few years. Changing trade rules 
have made it harder for Windwards 
bananas to compete against bananas 
grown in Central America. The costs 
of growing fruit have skyrocketted. 
And in both 2007 and 2010, hurri-
canes wiped out a significant portion 
of the Windwards banana crop. 

For smallholder farmers on tiny is-
lands, the challenges could appear 
insurmountable. But strengthened 
by Fairtrade, Windward Islands 

farmers are working out ways for-
ward. They're using the Fairtrade 
premium to rebuild after storm 
damage. Making their farms more 
efficient. Negotiating new con-
tracts. Moving up the value chain by 
turning bananas into products like 
smoothies and snack chips. Diver-
sifying so that they aren't depend-
ent on a single product for all their 
income.

The farmers' work isn't just impor-
tant for the farmers themselves. It 
matters for their countries, too. Ba-
nana farming has been described as 
the "lifeblood" of the islands' rural 
economies, employing people and 
providing incomes for rural com-
munities. Banana farmers have used 
their premiums to contribute to so-
cial projects and build needed infra-
structure, such as roads and street 
lighting. On an even larger scale, 
bananas account for a significant 
part of the Windwards' total exports, 
bringing in vital foreign currency. 

The path ahead for Windwards 
farmers isn't going to be easy. There 
are more challenges on the way. But 
when we buy Fairtrade Windward 
bananas, we help to ensure that the 
farmers' work can continue to bring 
its benefits. It's a good reason to go 
banana hunting! 

Fair trade on the 
big screen
Look out for fair trade shorts at the 
Oxford Human Rights Film Festi-
val (below), and the screening of a 
full-length feature film on the coffee 
trade, Black Gold, showing at the 
Ultimate Picture Palace on Tuesday 
6th March. See What's On, p 12 for 
details.

The Launch of Oxford as a Fairtrade City 
in 2004
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    You Broke a 
World Record
  If you took part in last year's Fairtrade 
Fortnight bunting activities, you are a World 
Record Breaker

  If you joined one of the Oxford 
groups taking part in the attempt to 
create the world’s longest - and fair-
est - string of bunting for last year's 
Fairtrade Fortnight ‘Show Off  Your 
Label’ campaign, you helped to 
break the world record for the long-
est piece of bunting ever made... at 
3,427.94 metres, that's just over 2 
miles!

Yours was among 12,500 individual 
decorated fl ags which were hung 
around London's Battersea Park 
on World Fairtrade Day (14 May 
2011), to highlight the Fairtrade 
Foundation's campaign demanding 
trade justice for West African cotton 
farmers.

Well-known names including actress 
Dame Helen Mirren, TV presenters 

Fern Britton, Sir Michael Parkinson, 
Lorraine Kelly and Linda Lusardi; 
the Archbishop of York, Dr John 
Sentamu, business leaders including 
Mark Price (Managing Director of 
Waitrose) and Richard Gillies (direc-
tor of Plan A and Sustainable Busi-
ness at Marks & Spencer) and over 
100 Westminster MPs also decorated 
their own pieces of Fairtrade cotton.

More than 10 million West African 
people – many of whom earn less 
than $400 a year -  rely on cotton 
for a living. A recent Fairtrade Foun-
dation report, The Great Cotton 
Stitch-Up (www.fairtrade.org.uk/
cotton) revealed that a $31 billion 
wall of subsidies paid by the United 
Sates and the EU locks West Africa 
into poverty.

The Great Cotton Stitch-Up out-
lines how US and EU subsidies have 
had a devastating eff ect on cotton 
farmers in West Africa and how some 
of the least developed nations in the 
world brought this issue to the World 
Trade Organisation but have yet to 
reach an agreement, under a system 
where some countries continue to be 

more equal than others. It explains 
that cotton subsidy reform hinges on 
the EU Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) and the US Farm Bill, both 
of which are under review.

Kwame Banson, Fairtrade Africa’s 
West African co-ordinator who vis-
ited the UK to witness the launch of 
last year's Fairtrade Fortnight cam-
paign, said: 

"Cotton is one of the most impor-
tant sources of income in West Af-
rica but the truth is cotton farmers 
are hardly able to cover their living 
costs. They’ve got a lot of debts and 
so people are walking away from cot-
ton. That makes me really angry. If 
it was you, what would you think? 
The economy of the country suf-
fers. It’s the main export for coun-
tries like Mali and the state does not 
have funds to pay for healthcare and 
education."

    Credits
  Thankyou to all the volunteers who 
have helped to put together this spe-
cial Fairtrade Fortnight newspaper, 
and to everyone in Oxford working 
to make a diff erence through fair 
trade. 

Special thanks to Oxford Brookes, 
the UK's First Fairtrade University, 
for sponsoring printing, and to the 
EU Local Governments Meet the 
MDGs project which has also con-
tributed. Oxford City Council's sup-
port to the coalition continues to be 
invaluable. 

Enjoyed this newspaper? Ideas for 
future Fairtrade events? Get in touch 
with us: fairtrade@oxford.gov.uk, @
oxfairtrade on Twitter, or www.ox-
fairtrade.org.uk.

World record breaking Fairtrade bunting



12 Oxford Fairtrade News


