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There has been fair trade activity 
in Oxford since 'Campaign 
Coffee' was launched in the 
1970's (for more on Oxford's fair 
trade history see page xx), but 
we officially became a Fairtrade 
City in 2003. Every two years we 
have to re-apply to the Fairtrade 
Foundation for renewal of our 
Fairtrade status, showing that the 
city still fulfills the five criteria for 
being a Fairtrade city. 

In July this year we ran a 
Fairtrade City Day of Action and 
Celebration, inviting Oxford 
citizens to visit their local shops, 
restaurants and other workplaces 
to find out if they had two or 
more Fairtrade products on sale. 
The Fairtrade Foundation 
described this approach as " a 
very impressive achievement," 
adding: " we will be citing the 
Day of Action as an outstanding 

example of how to involve local 
communities into taking action 
(and collecting valuable 
information at the same time) 
hopefully inspiring other 
Fairtrade towns to follow suit."

We were delighted to discovered 
in the process that there has 
been an amazing 168% increase 
in the number of retail and 
catering outlets in the city since 
Oxford’s first application in 
2003!  A full list/map of places 
you can buy Fairtrade goods in 
Oxford is on page XX.

But we can all go much further – 
the Foundation reminded us that 
"Fairtrade products are becoming 
increasingly available at 
competitive prices through many 
mainstream suppliers, cash and 
carry stores, and specialist 
wholesalers. Many business 

owners may be surprised to learn 
quite how many products are 
available to them through their 
existing suppliers – although a 
comprehensive list of 
wholesalers and catering 
contractors is available on our 
website at www.fairtrade.org.uk/
products."

The Fairtrade Foundation also 
praised Oxford City Council's "…
firm commitment to use Fairtrade 
products in catering and vending 
contracts and to promote 
Fairtrade locally." And they called 
a European Conference 
organized by the Council and 
OFTC (see page xx) as; " an 
excellent example of local 
authorities using their position 
and influence to open doors and 
raise awareness of Fairtrade."

They were delighted to see that 
Oxford's Universities and 
colleges are maintaining their 
interest in Fairtrade  (Oxford 
Brookes University was the 
world's first Fairtrade University 
and continues to be very active 
in promoting Fairtrade) – but 
wondered why we don't have a 
single Fairtrade school in 
Oxford… now there's a 
challenge we could rise to!

So…were we successful in 
keeping our status as a Fairtrade 
City? An announcement will be 
made during Fairtrade Fortnight. 
Watch local media to find out!

OXFORD BID TO KEEP FAIRTRADE 
CITY STATUS IN 2012

Inside this issue

Fairtrade Fashion 
When design meets ethical trade. 

Fairtrade Map 
Whether you are planning your 
weekly shop, looking for that 
perfect gift, or after somewhere to 
chill out with a drink - our 
Fairtrade map shows you where 
you can go in Oxford.

Fairtrade Fortnight Calendar
We give a run-down of what’s on 
this Fairtrade Fortnight in our 
handy events calendar.

10 Fair Trade products to try
From the everyday to the 
unusual.

Why Fair Trade still matters
Times are tough on the high-
street and the campaign for trade 
justice and Fair Trade is as 
important as ever.

Stories of change: 
How Fairtrade impacts producers 
across the globe.

Plus, product reviews, local 
news, competitions, Universities 
update, your steps, and more...
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Print-run: 5000 issues | Distribution: Ethical businesses, 
cafes, communities venues, churches, libraries etc 

before and during Fairtrade Fortnight 2012.

Oxford Fairtrade Fortnight 2012 Newspaper - sponsorship opportunities...
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