
Oxford Fair Trade Coalition meeting – 
Monday 11 June 2012 

Minutes 

Present 

Carol Wills - WFTO 

Julie Osborne - Fairtrade at St Michaels 

Juliette Daigre – People and Planet 

Patricia Wright – Oxford Quakers 

Sabita Banerji – OFTC co-Chair/Just Change/Oxford Quakers (Chair) 

Sarah Weardon – Indigo (Minutes) 

Sebastian Blake – Oxford Brookes University 

Apologies 

Elizabeth Whitwick – Windmill Fairtrade, Gwithian Bowness (Quakers), Jane Conlon – 

Exclusive Roots*, Kate Goodacre, Leah Whitcher – Botanic Gardens, Mike Mckinley – OFTC 

co-Chair, Naveed Chaudhri – Oxfam*, Rachel Nichols (Oxford Hub)*, Sebastian Johnson – 

Oxford City Council, Shabaz Hussain - Midcounties Cooperative*, Tim Davies*, Val Johnson 

– Oxford City Council, Wong-Feng Ho – o3 Gallery/Fairtrade at St Michaels 

*Said that although they can't make this meeting, they were keen to be involved with OFTC 

in the future 

AGENDA 

- Apologies 

- Agree minutes of last meeting 

- Willington Wamayeye visit 20th June – should we go ahead? Can we get audience? 

- Olympic torch activities July 9th - do we want to take up the opportunity to engage 

with this as suggested by Alison Drummond, and if so how? 

- Future events and speakers - who would we like to invite and when? How best to 

organise this? Small events committee? 

- Ideas for generating income for OFTC 

- Any other business 

MINUTES 
1. Agree minutes of last meeting: To be agreed by email. 

 

2. Willington Wamayeye visit 20th June  

It was decided that we should not go ahead with the visit on this occasion as there is 

very little time to recruit an audience now, especially as the Universities are now on 

vacation. 

 

We decided instead to invite Willington to come to Oxford next time he is in the UK – 

probably October – to discuss the idea of establishing a link between the OFTC and 

the Gumutindo Coffee Cooperative in North Uganda of which he is General Manager. 



The relationship may take the form of OFTC communicating regularly about the 

Cooperative, featuring them on our website, inviting speakers from it to our events, 

promoting its products in Oxford Fairtrade outlets and possibly even organising a visit 

to Uganda by OFTC members. We agreed, however, that we need to hear from 

Willington what they might need from us. (NB if other OFTC members have links with 

producer groups, we could do the same for these – please email Sabita with details). 

Action: Carol to communicate this decision with Willington. 

3. Olympic torch activities July 9th  

While we are grateful for Alison Drummond's suggestion of having a stall at this 

event, we decided not to take it up. This was partly because experience has shown 

that this kind of event does not lend itself to selling fair trade products. There were 

also some reservations amongst members about the ethical implications of some 

aspects of the Olympics.  

 

Action: Sabita to communicate this decision to Alison. 

  

4. Ideas for generating income for OFTC 

OFTC needs regular income so that we can organise events, publish Oxford 
Fairtrade News once a year, and pay for someone to work on specific projects such 
as Fairtrade City status renewal bids and Fairtrade fortnight co-ordination and 
promotion.  
 
We discussed the idea of reviving a subscription fee as stated in the original 
constitution, but decided against it. Instead we decided to explore the idea of 
organising one or two big fundraising activities a year (like the summer social at the 
Perch a few years ago) and charging people a small entrance fee for regular 
speaker/dinner events. Sabita shared Jane Conlon's suggestion of inviting a celebrity 
chef to be involved. Sabita has links with Sophie Grigson who has just published a 
book about spices. Fairtrade at St Michael's sells Just Change spices, so this may 
form a good basis for an initial event, possibly at the Turl Street Kitchen (which 
serves Just Change tea), if they are willing. 
 
There was also discussion about a possible fashion-related event involving Indigo 
(and other fair trade fashion retailers?) and People and Planet, but no action was 
agreed for this. 
 
Action: Julie and Sebastian, with support from Sabita, to look into the possibility of 
organising a food-related fundraising event at the Turl Street Kitchen in the Autumn.  
 

5. Future events and speakers  

Carol shared the model that some other organisations use of holding events – eg a 

speaker followed by dinner – on a set day every other month, at a set venue. It was 

unanimously agreed that this would be an excellent model for OFTC to follow. Sabita 

has identified several potential speakers, and when we don't have an external 

speaker available, individual OFTC members themselves could share their 

experience and knowledge from their own areas of work. 

 
Action: Sabita to explore possibility of using Oxford Hub as a venue and start to 
draw up a schedule of speakers, liaising with OFTC members by email. 
 

6. Any other business 



a. Intern Oxford Hub has kindly agreed to help us recruit and manage an intern 

to research how other Fairtrade Town steering committees organise and fund 

themselves.  

 

Action: Sabita to follow up with Doireann 

 

b. Generation Fairtrade Juliette shared details of People and Planet's 

Generation Fairtrade project for which they are recruiting volunteers to teach 

school pupils about fairtrade. She asked for our support in recruiting 

volunteers and gave out leaflets and posters to promote the project. The first 

training session is in Oxford on 25 & 26 June 2012 so volunteers need to 

apply soon! For full details and to apply, follow this link: 

http://peopleandplanet.org/generationfairtrade 

 

Action: OFTC members to pass this information on to our networks.  

 

c. Freshers' Fair We discussed the pros and cons of having a stall at Freshers' 

Fair. It is a huge event with lots of organisations, big and small, competing for 

freshers' attention. This makes it difficult for individual OFTC members to 

participate, but a joint stall may be worthwhile. People and Planet already 

have a stall – perhaps we could link up with them in some way. 

 

Action: Sarah to find out details of booking deadlines and cost. 

 

7. Next meeting 

To be agreed by email – though as we are now moving to a regular bimonthly event 

model it may make more sense to combine business meetings with these. 

http://peopleandplanet.org/generationfairtrade

